Carcinoma of the gallbladder--a possible regional predisposition in the western Cape and northern Cape.
An analysis of 19 patients with confirmed carcinoma of the gallbladder who were treated over a period of 68 months emphasised known clinical features of the disease, i.e. nonspecific symptomatology, late presentation and poor prognosis. Comparison with 883 patients undergoing surgery for benign calculous biliary tract disease during the same period identified a more advanced mean age (67.0 v. 55.3 years), larger mean maximum stone diameter (20.3 v. 11.9 mm) and a higher proportion of patients resident in the Cape interior and west coast region (57.8% v. 11.8%) as features associated with carcinoma of the gallbladder. Further investigation of the regional predisposition suggested by this study may identify new factors linked to the development of gallbladder cancer.